
2ND Quarter QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER              April-June 2009

MEMBERSHIP
Members Since 2003………………..8 

Members Since 2004………………..3 

Members Since 2005………………..5 

Members Since 2006………………10 

Members Since 2007………………13 

Members Since 2008………………15

New 2009 Members…………………4

Total Members:……………………58

OFFICERS

Director: Paul Meyer 

paulm@alr240.org

Asst Director: Ray Arnold 
gator@alr240.org

Secretary: Melody Williams 
melody@alr240.org

Treasurer: Paula Heggins 
mamatator@alr240.org

Road Boss: John Weigle 
john@alr240.org

Membership Chairperson:

Joe Williams                       
joe@alr240.org

Historian/Webmaster: Sandy Meyer        
sandym@alr240.org

Chaplain:  Vince VanCleave 
butcher@alr240.org

Director’s Desk

CHAPMAN, KANSAS

2nd QTR BIRTHDAYS

Dicy Durham………………..6 April

Jason Schneider…………. 11 April

Kathy Arnold……………… 27 April

Forrest Dowell………………3 June

Bruce Krause………………11 June

Mark Longbine…………….21 June

Paula Heggins……………..22 June

Well, we are off to a roaring start this 

year.  In just over four weeks, since picking the bike 

up, we have managed to gather enough donations 

to pay for the Sportster we will be giving away this 

fall.  Congratulations to those that have made this 

possible.  Plans are coming together for Spring 

Fling and our Second Annual Hamburger Run.  I 

am looking forward to these events and hanging out 

with everyone while we have fun. While spending 

some time in the garage working on our bike this 

week, I reflected on the miles traveled and people I 

have met since becoming part of this group.  There 

was a ride out to Dodge City for a funeral.  I left the 

night before so I could be there rested and ready to 

go the next morning.  I rode out by myself, enjoying 

the solitude and thinking about what would be 

taking place the next day.  I woke up in the 

morning, got something to eat and headed out to 

the rally point.  When I arrived there were several 

people putting flags on their bikes preparing for the 

task that lay ahead.  I was quite a few miles from 

home amidst a group of people that I hadn't met 

before.  We were united in purpose but there just 

wasn't a personal connection with any of them.  As 

I was walking back to my bike after signing the flag 

someone hollered out “Don't I know you?”, I turned 

and saw a face I vaguely remembered from 

somewhere.  The realization finally hit, he was at 

the first ALR meeting I just attended.  It was Tim 

and Ray was there with him.  We chatted for awhile 

and concluded that we had all stayed at the same 

motel the night before just across the parking
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MEETINGS

ALR POST 240

When: 1st Friday of Month

Where: Upstairs of Legion Hall 

Post 240 - Chapman, KS

Time: 7:00 PM

Annual Dues: $15.00

American Legion Post 240

When: 1st Tuesday of Month

Where: Post 240 - Chapman, KS

Time: 7:30 PM

Annual Dues: $25.00

American Legion Aux

When:  2nd Tuesday of Month

Where:  Post 240  Chapman, KS

Time:   7:00 PM

Annual Dues: $12.00

Sons of the Am Legion

When: 1st Tuesday of Month

Where: Post 240 Chapman, KS

Time: 7:00 PM

Annual Dues:  $25.00 

ALR Dinner Rides

When:  3rd Sunday of Month                   

Where: Meet at Post 240                                      

Time:  1:00 PM

BINGO

When: Every Saturday

Where: Post 240 - Chapman, KS

Time: 6:00 PM

Please Welcome New Members

Toni Svitak (Herington)

Leda Green (Chapman)

Brian Green (Chapman)

Tammy Oxenford (Ogden)

Brad Oxenford (Ogden)

Joyce Freed (Herington)

lot from each other.  It truly is a small world.  We 

decided to ride back together.  All to soon it was time 

to get moving.  As I stood there holding a flag it was 

nice to know at least a couple of the people there 

with me.  After rolling up the flags we left to get 

something to eat.  In the parking lot as we got ready 

to mount up for the ride home I started to get a 

sense of Tim's wit and Ray's joking around.  We fired 

up the bikes and hit the road.  Did I mention it was 

hot that day?  Like riding in a blast furnace with the 

western Kansas wind sucking the moisture right out 

of us.  By the time we stopped in McPherson to take 

a break we looked like three lobsters that had been 

in the pot too long.  Tim split off on highway 15 at 

Hillsboro.  Ray followed me up to Herington where 

we parted ways and he continued on his final leg 

home.  As I pulled into my driveway exhausted I 

couldn't help but smile, thinking this group is going 

to be alright. Not quite two years and a whole bunch 

of miles later I have gotten to know many more of 

you.  I still pull into the driveway after a ride and 

smile.  Thinking about the fun we had and 

wondering what’s in store the next time we get 

together.  To those of you who haven't been to a 

meeting or on a ride with us in awhile, I invite you to 

come out and see what you've been missing. 

ALR 240 NEWS

mission was accomplished with a few energized people 

that have worked their buts off each weekend to make 

sure this goal was met. CONGRATULATIONS!! 

WELL, WE DID IT.!

All the hard work the past 5 

weeks has paid off. The Legacy 

Fund bike is PAID OFF !!! We’ve 

had a lot of hard work 

go into this project. The
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UPCOMING EVENTS

AL District 4 Conference- Manhattan 24 

& 25 April @ 6 pm each night

Sportster Display: 

18 April, Herinton, Tri County Bike Show 

25 April, Enterprise, “R” Bar

26 April, Abilene, Spring Mingle

3 May, Cassoday

16 May, Marquette, Thunder on Smoky

30 May, ALR 240 Chapman, Dice Run

7 June, Cassoday

20 June, ALR 256 Wichita, Poker Run 

Spring Fling: 6-7 June, Location TBA

Other Events of Interest

Dinner Rides, ALR 240 @ 1 PM

19 April

17 May

21 June

because growth is progress, right?  The American Legion reports each month on its 

percentage of renewals.  Post 240 has 280+ members and currently they have less than 20 

that have not renewed.  I think that is a great percentage, but “No” the goal is 100 percent, so 

those Posts that have reached the goal get special notice by their District Commanders.  I’m 

sure the Auxiliary and the SAL have similar policies. 

I have mixed feelings on this policy.  Yes, it is a lot of income, especially at $30 a 

head. Yet month after month the same 12 people attend their meetings.  That is less than 5 

percent of the membership. I would encourage each of you to support our parent 

organizations and attend the meetings. The more that can be accomplished by the Legion, 

Auxiliary or SAL the more we can ride.  Please, they need our membership as well. The Riders 

on the other hand, typically have 20-30 members at our meetings, almost 50%. My point is; 

we, as Riders, aren’t hung up in the numbers game or the money. It is more about friendship 

and mission, or as I have heard several of you say, “The Ride”.  Ride Free, Ride Safe

Joe

Membership Chairman

Road Bossô Tips For The Road 

As I reported at our 

last meeting, we have 58 members 

and all but maybe a dozen have 

paid their 2009 dues.  I am happy 

with that and hope to complete 

this process by the next meeting. 

When I first joined ALR 240, I 

wanted to see it grow.  Why, 

We were very fortunate this winter and have been 

graced with excellent riding weather each and every 

month.  What more could we ask for, especially living 

in the middle of Kansas?  But apparently someone did 

pray for snow, because we received quit a bit of it 

right after our first official week of Spring, even 

though it all went away just as fast as it arrived.     

But before we decide to venture off and enjoy all the 

fresh sights, sounds, and scents of the new season, 

lets take a moment and do some good preventative 

maintenance on our rides.  By taking the time to 

properly check fluid levels, belts or chains, tire 

serviceability and pressure, battery and a host of 

other moving parts, nuts and bolts that I failed to 

mention here.  Obtain a checklist for your 

motorcycle’s make and model to ensure that you don’t 

miss or forget to check anything that may be vital to 

your motorcycles safety or performance.  Each year 

our bikes get older the more likely it is that we will 

have to start replacing essential parts to maintain 

them.  So make it a good habit every year to do a 

thorough check and properly take care of anything 

that may be in need of service.  

I hope that we will all get to make this a great riding 

season.  There are a few long trips and poker runs 

already planned and in the works for this summer.   

So be safe and get out and enjoy the open road and 

enjoy each other.

John Weigle 

About the only way in 

which we knew that Spring 

was finally here this year is 

by looking at the calendar.



Reflections In The Chrome 

History of The American Legion Riders

In the fall of 1993 in Garden City, Michigan, Chuck (Tramp) Dare and 

the commander of Michigan's American Legion Post 396, (Polka) Bill Kaledas shared 

an idea to start an association of motorcycle enthusiasts within The American Legion. 

The two Legionnaires--both long-time riders--wanted to provide an environment where 

post, Auxiliary and Sons of The American Legion members who shared a common love 

for motorcycles could come together. 

Dare and Kaledas prepared a letter to Michigan Department Adjutant 

Hubert Hess. In his November 19th, 1993 reply, Hess agreed with the concept and 

stated that it "sounds like a great idea-let's work it out." In further correspondence 

and follow-up phone conversations, Hess gave the two riders instructions on how to 

manage such a program at the post level. He also provided information on how to get 

approval for the use of the American Legion Emblem and to get this program 

recognized and supported by the membership. The members of Post 396, at a regular 

Legion meeting, considered a resolution for a new post program to be known as the 

"American Legion Riders". The resolution passed, establishing the birth of the new 

program. Dare and Kaledas, joined by 19 other founding members of the Garden City 

Post 396, soon found themselves inundated with requests for information about the 

new organization, and agreed to establish a central source of information about the 

Riders, to make certain that the new "chapters" around the country formed not as 

motorcycle clubs or gangs, but as Legionnaires, Auxiliary, and SAL members joining 

to ride as members of The American Legion family. Pat Babcock, an SAL member from 

Michigan, soon established a website with sample by-laws and instructions for 

forming new Chapters. That website, americanlegionriders.net

The American Legion Riders Today:

Today the American Legion Riders have grown to nearly 800 Legion 

Rider programs in virtually every Department and in several overseas areas. Over the 

last few years, Riders in Iowa have formed an honor guard called The Five Star 

Freedom Riders. Riders in Mulvane, Kansas, reacting to a religious cult that uses the 

deaths of military members to further a misguided cause, formed the original "Patriot 

Guard" to protect and show our respect to the families at military funerals. American 

Legion Riders in all states have escorted returning military units as they return home 

from combat tours overseas, and have raised literally millions of dollars for countless 

local, state, and national charities. 

And the Riders have only just started to roll. Each American Legion Rider Chapter 

manages its programs at the post level, where all of the best ideas are born in the best 

American Legion "grass-roots" tradition. Here are only a few examples of the programs 

and projects of The Riders: Motorcyclists are a very dedicated group of people. When 

you combine them with The American Legion Family, you create a win/win situation. 

God Bless America 

And the 

American Legion Riders 

Sandy Meyer 

Historian / Web Master

http://americanlegionriders.net/


I was at the gun show, pushing tickets for the bike give away, when an 

older couple approached. They were very nicely dressed, not your usual gun show 

camouflage. More like church clothes. As they passed I said "Good morning" and they 

paused and turned to face me. So I went into my sales pitch. I told them that we were 

giving the bike away in September and the proceeds will go to the Legacy Scholarship 

fund. He asked "What is the Legacy Fund?" so I explained that it was set up by the 

American Legion about five years ago to provide scholarships to sons and daughters of 

our service men and women who had fallen in Iraq and Afghanistan. He stepped closer 

to the bike and really checked it out. I was ready to make the final sell, when suddenly 

he threw his hands up in the air and shook his head. "No, No, No" he said " I would only 

manage to kill myself with that." I looked at him as he walked away and I thought I'd 

missed the chance. His wife looked me straight in the eye, smiled an evil smile, and 

said "I'll buy him a ticket". I made the sale!!!  

Joe

Missing Chrome-a-zone 

Need Status? Ask a committee member

Dice Run:

Chris, Robert, Paul and Joe

Spring Fling:

Sandy, Dennette, Tom, Ray, Kathy, Caroline

and Clay

Hamburger Run:

Tim, Ray and Joe

Legacy Fund/Bike Give Away:

Chris, Robert, Paul and Joe

Woodbine Memorial:

Melody, Dawn, Tim, Paula, Legs, Gale

and Vince

http://photos.alr240.org/GalleryFilmstrip.aspx?gallery=115484&photo=3851668


Riderõs Log book 

Entry #1 Some of us met at Gutierrez Mexican Restaurant in Salina a couple of 

weeks ago and celebrated a birthday.  Yes, it was important to recognize the member 

that had the birthday, however, it was all about having fun.  Several of us had just 

worked a long shift at the Salina Gun Show (getting donations for the bike give away) 

and got there a little early to enjoy drinks and conversation.  It seemed to me that we 

were getting rather loud, and I was concerned since we were in an “Eating 

establishment” and not a bar.  Some of our members turned around and apologized to 

the table behind us and one of the women said “It’s just nice to see someone having 

fun”. In these tough times, it is important to enjoy yourselves when you can.  Try not to 

sweat the small stuff.  Enjoy your family and friends!!  Get plenty of rest!!!  

EXERCISE!!!! And since the weather will be getting warmer soon (I hope), ENJOY THE 

RIDE!!!!!

Melody

Entry #2 While looking thru my wallet for something the other day I found my 

American Legion card.  It is hard to believe I have been a member for several years, 

where does the time go?   When we first got the bike I thought "maybe" I would ride 

once in awhile with Ray but didn't really plan on doing it much until we joined the ALR 

and I realized how much fun it is.  I have met some super people and its been great 

riding, volunteering, just hanging out.  I love riding thru the small towns and looking at 

everything along the back country roads.  Sometimes it seems that we just never take 

the time to really enjoy life.  As most of  you know I have been battling cancer.  I first 

got it back in 1993 than it came back in May 2005.  I think riding has been very 

therapeutic for me.  Since I am not doing the driving I can just sit back and enjoy the 

scenery.   Life is meant to be lived and what better way to do that than get on the bike 

and take a long ride in the Kansas sun?  I do admit sometimes on the weekend after 

my treatment I don't always feel up to going but for the most part I have enjoyed every 

minute.  Being a cancer survivor has made me realize that you have to find something 

special in every day.  When I am on the bike, and we are cruising down the road, the 

radio is playing, the sun is shining (at least I hope it is) how much better can things 

be???  During those times I don't think about going to treatment, about doing blood 

tests and scans, seeing different doctors, or seeing other cancer patients who are allot 

worse off than me.  I think about how much fun I have had since I joined the ALR and 

all the wonderful people I have met and how very lucky I am that I can get out and take 

a ride with all my friends. 

Kathy 



Wow! If you made it this far in the newsletter 
it gives me the opportunity to ramble on about the past and 
future success of our newsletter.  Since the implementation 
and publishing of the first ALR 240õs newsletter itõs been a 
true success. Congratulations! 

My predecessor did a fantastic job keeping all 
of us informed. However, he never had full membership 
participation. My goal is for us to make it even better than 
its been in the past. I challenge each of you to participate in 
the future success of this publishing. Iõve created a number 
of sections that allow all of us the opportunity to provided 
interesting feedback to the entire group. Thanks for giving 
me the opportunity to serve, inform and maybe even create 
some laughter. I look forward to future editions.

Gator 

Letter From The Editor
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